
1	
	

	

	

ANNUAL	REPORT	2015	

	

Backgrounder	

	

The	 2015	Workplan	 of	 the	 APNFS	 revolved	 around	 the	 theme:	 “Strengthening	 the	 Network	 towards	

securing	 food,	 land,	 and	water	 rights	 in	 the	 context	of	 rapid	 economic	 integration	 in	Asia.”1	 The	plan	

addressed	 recent	 trends	 which	 saw	 aggressive	 economic	 liberalization	 and	 the	worsening	 impacts	 of	

climate	 change	 taking	 its	 toll	 on	 livelihoods	 of	 small	 farmers.	 Already	 burdened	 by	 rising	 costs	 of	

production	inputs,	small	farmers	have	to	contend	with	crop	losses	as	El	Nino	and	ever	stronger	typhoons	

have	ravaged	their	lands.	These	have	exposed	healthy	food	production	to	much	greater	risk,	increasing	

food	 insecurity	 in	 the	 region.	 Yet,	 more	 of	 the	 same	 policies	 of	 liberalization,	 privatization,	 and	 de-

nationalization	are	being	 imposed	as	the	solution	to	the	crisis	which	these	same	policies	have	created	

and	 aggravated.	 Instead	 of	 building	 climate-resilient	 sustainable	 production	 systems,	 international	

agencies	and	rich	country	governments	are	promoting	green	growth	and	green	economy.	

	

As	 a	 regional	 network	 of	 food	 sovereignty	 advocates,	which	 hopes	 to	 contribute	 to	 transforming	 the	

current	unsustainable	social	and	economic	system	causing	this	crisis,	the	APNFS	sees	the	need	to	bring	

about	 development	 justice	 at	 the	 core	 of	 social	 and	 economic	 reforms	 in	 order	 to	 address	 lingering	

poverty	 and	 hunger.	 Hence,	 it	 focuses	 on	 four	 interrelated	 issues	 that	 it	 sees	 preventing	 genuine	

economic	 development	 in	 the	 region:	 (1)	 intensifying	 liberalization	 under	WTO,	 FTAs	 and	 the	 ASEAN	

economic	integration	2015;	(2)	declining	government	support	to	smallholder	farming	which	has	resulted	

to	 low	 productivity	 and	 profitability	 of	 the	 sector;	 (3)	 intensifying	 land	 and	 water	 grabbing;	 and	 (4)	

worsening	climate	crisis.		

	

Achievements	

	

Following	its	defined	objectives	for	its	one	year	operation	(March	2015	to	March	2016),	below	are	the	

Network’s	achievement,	presented	according	to	its	identified	strategies	and	activities.				

																																																																				
1	See	attached	Project	Proposal	for	March	2015-2016.	

		



2	
	

1. Critical	 engagement	 with	 multilateral	 and	 regional	 institutions	 and	 governments	 around	 CSO	

demands	 for	 the	 protection	 and	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 rights	 of	 smallholder	 farmers,	 fishers,	

indigenous	peoples,	women,	and	other	marginalized	sectors	

	

APNFS	sees	the	need	to	critically	engage	national	and	international	(i.e.	FAO/FSC,	UNFCCC,	ASEAN)	

decision	makers	to	influence	national,	regional	and	international	policies	 in	favor	of	CSO	proposals	

and	 demands.	 At	 the	 national	 level,	 APNFS	 country	members	 have	 actively	 lobbied	 and	 engaged	

with	 their	 governments	 for	 the	 passage	 of	 national	 laws	 that	will	 protect	 and	 fulfill	 the	 rights	 of	

smallholder	farmers,	fishers,	women	and	other	marginalized	rural	sectors	towards	securing	tenure,	

ownership	and	control	of	their	land,	to	gain	greater	access	to	more	and	better	agriculture	subsidies	

and	 services	 and	 to	 enlarge	 and	 institutionalize	 their	 participation	 in	 local	 and	 national	 policy-

making.	Positive	efforts	at	this	level	can	be	seen	particularly	in	Indonesia,	and	the	Philippines.		

	

In	Indonesia,	APNFS	members	(i.e.	NKTI,	API,	and	KIARA)	and	other	organizations	worked	closely	to	

give	input	on	the	Draft	Law	Protection	and	Empowerment	of	Fishers,	Fish	Farmers	and	Salt	Farmers.	

They	 held	 workshop,	 village	 meeting	 and	 many	 activities	 to	strengthen	the	substance	of	 the	

law.	Their	persistence	gained	positive	response	in	March	15,	2016	when	the	Indonesian	government	

and	House	of	Representatives	signed	the	Bill	on	Fishers,	Fish	Farmers,	and	Salt	Farmers'	Protection	

and	 Empowerment.	 The	 CSO	 in	 Indonesia	 see	 this	 gain	 positive	 to	 their	 advocacy	 in	 terms	 of	

encouraging	coastal	community	voices,	especially	the	salt-farmers,	which	the	previous	government	

didn’t	 recognize	 to	 be	 part	 of	 the	 coastal	 community.	 However,	 they	 are	 well	 aware	 that	 their	

engagement	does	not	end	here,	as	they	still	have	to	see	how	far	this	law	could	positively	impact	on	

the	 lives	 of	 small	 producers.	Also,	 their	 struggle	 for	 the	 political	 recognition	 of	 fisherwomen	

continues	 as	 the	 present	 government	 remains	 unresponsive	 to	 this.	 For	 now,	 they	 are	 trying	 to	

monitor	 the	 implementation	of	 the	 law	down	 the	 local	 level.	 This	 they	did	by	having	an	audience	

with	 local	 government	 officials	 and	 also	 by	 holding	 a	 workshop	 with	 Syiah	 Kuala	 University	 to	

promote	the	law	and	to	ensure	its	correct	implementation.		

	

In	the	Philippines,	member-organizations	of	the	National	Movement	for	Food	Sovereignty	(NMFS)	-	

a	 local	 expression	 of	 the	 APNFS	 which	 was	 convened	 and	 organized	 by	 the	 Integrated	 Rural	

Development	 Foundation	 (IRDF),	 acting	 as	 the	 secretariat	 of	 both	 –	 engages	 the	 national	

government	in	two	ways:	by	working	within	government	agencies	seeking	for	CSO	involvement	(i.e.	

National	 Anti-Poverty	 Commission	 (NAPC),	 Department	 of	 Interior	 Local	 Government	 through	 its	

Bottoms-Up-Budgeting	 process,	 Bureau	 of	 Fisheries	 through	 its	 Fish	 Landing	 Program,	 and	 the	
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Department	of	Agrarian	Reform)	and	by	critically	challenging	government	programs,	policies,	policy-

implementation	and	process	through	different	forms	of	protest	actions.	Working	within	government	

agencies	has	given	member-organizations	access	 to	government	 funds	and	projects	although	very	

small,	 opportunity	 to	 influence	 government	 programs	 and	 policies,	 and	 actual	 experience	 of	 a	

semblance	of	governance.	Aware	of	the	fact	that	these	spaces	were	more	meant	to	coop	grassroots	

leaders	rather	than	truly	listen	to	grassroots	voices,	the	NMFS	has	persistently	pursued	the	issues	of	

food	sovereignty	through	lobbying,	dialogue,	and	protest	actions.	For	instance	in	February	5,	2016,	

the	NMFS	protested	in	front	of	the	office	of	the	Department	of	Agriculture	wherein	they	presented	

their	 9-point	 agenda2	 to	 achieving	 food	 sovereignty.	 One	 of	 which	 is	 demanding	 government	

support	 to	 farmers,	 specifically	 those	 in	 Central	 Luzon,	 Southern	 Tagalog	 and	 Sorsogon,	 whose	

livelihoods	 were	 destroyed	 by	 typhoons	 Lando	 and	 Nona,	 and	 to	 farmers	 in	 Mindanao,	 whose	

livelihoods	are	threatened	by	the	El	Niño.	The	activity	ended	with	a	press	conference.					

	

In	the	regional	and	international	level,	the	APNFS	has	actively	engaged	the	agencies	of	UN	(i.e.	FAO,	

UNFCC)	 and	 the	 ASEAN.	 Through	 its	 Secretariat	 and	 member	 organizations,	 the	 Network	

collaborated	with	CSO	 regional	and	national	 formations	 to	 come-up	with	CSO	positions	 that	were	

presented	in	these	agencies’	ministerial	meetings.	Highlighting	these	efforts	are	the	following:	

	

a. Association	of	South	East	Asian	Nations	(ASEAN)-	Civil	Society	Conference/ASEAN	People’s	

Forum	

	

APNFS	member	organizations	are	active	members	of	their	own	country	processes,	which	strategize	and	

engage	with	their	governments	to	influence	their	government	positions	to	the	ASEAN.	Aside	from	this,	

they	also	actively	take	part	in	regional	CSO	meetings/consultations	to	engage	with	the	ASEAN	ministerial	

leaders.	 For	 instance	 in	 the	 ASEAN	 CSO	 gathering	 in	 Kuala	 Lumpur,	 Malaysia	 in	 April	 2015,	 three	

members	 of	 the	 APNFS	 (Aliansa	 Petani	 of	 Indonesia,	 IRDF	 of	 the	 Philippines,	 and	 Pax	 Romana	 of	

Malaysia)	 were	 part	 of	 the	 2015	 Regional	 Organizing	 Committee	 of	 the	 ASEAN	 Civil	 Society	

Conference/ASEAN	People’s	Forum	(ACSC/APF).	The	IRDF,	which	is	also	the	Secretariat	of	the	APNFS	and	

active	member	of	 the	Philippine	People’s	 Process,	 volunteered	 to	be	part	 of	 the	Drafting	Committee.	

The	 drafting	 committee	was	 responsible	 for	 drafting,	 consolidating,	 and	 editing	 the	 ACSC/APF	 official	

statement	that	was	presented	to	the	ASEAN	Heads	of	State	prior	to	the	conference.	On	the	other	hand,	

the	 Aliansa	 Petani	 Indonesia	 (API),	 helped	 in	 the	 Program	 Committee.	 The	 program	 committee	 was	

tasked	to	finalize	the	program	and	workshop	events	for	the	regional	conference.	And	the	Pax	Romana-

																																																																				
2	See	attachment.	
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Malaysia	actively	helped	in	the	preparation	of	the	event	as	part	of	the	Malaysian	Organizing	Committee	

which	hosted	the	2015	ACSC/APF.	Series	of	 regional	consultations	 in	Kuala	Lumpur	were	held	prior	 to	

the	actual	conference.		

	

The	APNFS,	 through	 its	member	organizations,	did	not	only	 actively	 contribute	 in	 the	ACSC/APF	2015	

regional	 consultations	 and	 meetings,	 but	 also	 maximized	 the	 event	 to	 organize	 its	 own	 workshop	

concerning	 the	 implications	 of	 the	 ASEAN	 Economic	 Integration	 and	 the	 Global	 Climate	 Initiatives	 in	

Southeast	Asia	(Defending	Food	Sovereignty,	Resisting	Resource	Grabbing	in	Southeast	Asia).	This	side-

event	was	proposed	by	the	APNFS	Secretariat	to	the	ACSC/APF	Program	Committee	in	coordination	with	

the	 APNFS	 Regional	 Coordinating	 Council.	 The	 recommendations	 derived	 from	 the	 result	 of	 the	

workshops	 were	 presented	 to	 the	 Malaysian	 NOC	 secretariat	 for	 consolidation.3	 Also	 from	 this	 side	

event,	 a	 new	 linkage	 with	 communities	 doing	 sustainable	 agriculture	 practices	 in	 agriculture	 was	

established,	specifically	with	groups	in	Northern	India	which	are	implementing	community-based	water	

resource	management	for	irrigation.		

	

APNFS	 also	 participated	 in	 the	 CSO	 meeting	 parallel	 to	 the	 36th	 ASEAN	Ministers	 of	 Agriculture	 and	

Forestry	(AMAF)	Meeting	hosted	by	the	Philippines	on	10	September	2015.	APNFS	sees	opportunity	 in	

engaging	with	their	respective	agriculture	and	environment	ministers	within	the	framework	of	AMAF	to	

push	for	support	and	subsidies	for	small-scale	farmers	and	for	the	realization	of	the	people’s	agenda	for	

food	sovereignty.		AMAF	develops	platforms	such	as	the	ASEAN	integrated	Framework	on	Food	Security	

(AIFS)	and	 the	ASEAN	Multi-Sectoral	 Framework	on	Climate	Change:	Agriculture	and	Forestry	 towards	

Food	Security	(AFFC),	which	can	be	areas	for	dialogues	between	and	among	country	representatives	and	

CSOs.	

	

The	Network		also	actively	participated	in	the	ACSC/APF2015	Conference	Engaging	27th	ASEAN	Summit	

Workshop	in	Kuala	Lumpur,	Malaysia	(November	17-19)	–	a	parallel	conference	to	the	ASEAN	People’s	

Summit.	Again,	the	APNFS	Secretariat	–	the	IRDF	(Philippines)	and	some	APNFS	member	organizations,	

in	 Indonesia	 (API)	 and	 Malaysia	 (Pax	 Romana,	 North	 South	 Initiatives)	 attended	 the	 ACSC/APF2015	

Conference	 and	 actively	 engaged	 in	 the	 discussion,	 workshop,	 and	 drafting	 of	 the	 unity	 statement	

against	 the	 neoliberal	 ASEAN	 integration.	 During	 this	 conference,	 the	 secretariat	 and	 participating	

members	 of	 the	 Network	 held	 a	 consultation	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	 agenda	 of	 food	 sovereignty	 will	 be	

tabled	 in	the	Conference.	Hence	 in	the	plenary,	 it	was	the	Network	and	 its	members	who	unceasingly	

took	turns	to	put	forward	and	underscore	the	vital	importance	of	food	sovereignty	and	climate	justice	in	

																																																																				
3	See	ACSC/APF	website	for	further	details	of	the	conference:	www.aseanpeople.org		
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the	 fight	 against	 the	 neoliberal	 model	 of	 development	 that	 rich	 countries	 strongly	 impose	 on	

international	treaties/agreements.	Realizing	the	weak	voice	of	food	sovereignty	in	this	CSO	mechanism	

brought	 the	 APNFS	 Secretariat	 and	 its	 participating	 members	 to	 a	 resolution	 to	 further	 widen	 the	

participation	 of	 farmer’s	 and	 fisher’s	 grassroots	 organizations	 in	 the	 ACSC/APF.	 During	 this	 CSO	

Conference,	 the	ACSC/APF	 Secretariat	 organized	 the	 EU-CSO	dialogue	 in	which	 the	APNFS	 Secretariat	

and	one	APNFS	member	–	API	(Indonesia)	were	among	the	chosen	participants.	Here,	the	Network	tried	

to	 table	 the	 issue	 of	 food	 sovereignty.	 Unsurprisingly,	 no	 significant	 response	 was	 given	 by	 the	

Ambassadors.	

	

Just	recently,	the	APNFS	Secretariat,	also	participated	in	the	ACSC/APF	2016	First	regional	Consultation	

in	Bangkok,	Thailand	on	March	31-April	1,	2016.	The	IRDF	volunteered	to	Chair	the	Program	Committee	

of	the	Philippine	Process	for	the	ACSC/APF	and	as	such	will	also	be	a	member	of	the	Program	Committee	

in	the	upcoming	ACSC/APF	2016	scheduled	on	August	1-6,	2016	in	Timor	Leste.		

	

b. Food	and	Agriculture	Organization	of	the	United	Nations	(FAO	UN)	

	

The	Network	has	also	been	active	in	the	CSO	engagement	with	the	FAO	through	its	Secretariat	and	other	

member	 organizations	 in	 South	 Asia	 and	 South	 East	 Asia.	 In	 the	 33rd	 FAO	 Asia	 Pacific	 Regional	

Conference	(FAO	APRC)	held	in	Putrajaya,	Malaysia	on	March	7-11,	2016,	APNFS	did	play	an	important	

role	 in	advancing	the	CSO	agenda	on	the	fishery	sector.	Having	moderated	the	Plenary	on	Sustainable	

Management	of	Aquatic	Resources	in	the	2-day	CSO	Consultation	in	Conjunction	with	the	33rd	FAO	APRC	

held	 in	Selangor,	Malaysia	on	March	5-6,	2016,	 the	APNFS	Secretariat	was	 tasked	 to	prepare	 the	CSO	

intervention	on	thematic	agenda	of	Blue	Growth	Initiative	that	it	presented	in	the	33rd	FAO	APRC.4		

	

In	between	 the33rd	FAO	APRC,	 the	Network	was	part	of	 the	 regional	CSO	 in	 the	 face	 to	 face	dialogue	

held	 separately	 with	 the	 FAO	 Director	 General	 José	 Graziano	 da	 Silva	 (March	 9,	 2016);	 the	 newly	

appointed	FAO	Assistant	Director-General	and	FAO	Regional	Representative	for	Asia	and	the	Pacific,	Ms.	

Kundhavi	Kadiresan	 (March	8,	2016);	and	 the	Chairperson	on	 the	Committee	on	World	Food	Security,	

H.E.	Amira	Gornass	(March	9,	2016).	During	these	short	dialogues,	the	Secretariat	never	failed	to	push	

for	 the	 issue	of	 food	sovereignty	and	climate	 justice.	APNFS	participation	 in	 these	dialogues	projected	

the	 presence	 of	 a	 large	 regional	 network	 in	 the	 Asia-Pacific	 that	 is	working	 for	 food	 sovereignty	 and	

climate	justice.		

	

																																																																				
4	See	attached	document	on	the	intervention	on	the	Blue	Growth	Initiative	and	check	the	APNFS	facebook	account.	
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It	 is	 also	 worthy	 to	 note	 that	 APNFS	 contributed	 significantly	 on	 the	 success	 of	 the	 2-day	 CSO	

Consultation	in	Conjunction	with	the	33rd	FAO	APRC	in	understanding	issues	in	the	region	and	in	drafting	

the	 CSO	 positions.	 Aside	 from	 the	 Secretariat	 having	 moderated	 the	 Plenary	 on	 Sustainable	

Management	 of	 Aquatic	 Resources,	 the	 Koalisi	 Rakyat	 untuk	 Keadilan	 Perikanan	 (KIARA)	 or	 People’s	

Coalition	for	Fishery	Justice	(Indonesia)	presented	the	situation	and	struggles	of	fishers	in	Indonesia	and	

the	 member	 grassroots	 organization	 of	 the	 Center	 for	 Social	 Research	 and	 Development	 (Vietnam)	

together	with	 his	 translator	 talked	 on	 the	 situation	 and	 struggles	 of	 farmers	 in	 Vietnam.	 The	 Coastal	

Development	Partnership	 (Bangladesh),	 the	Kesatuan	Nekayan	Tradisyonal	 Indonesia	 (KNTI)	or	United	

Traditional	Fishermen	in	Indonesia	(Indonesia),	the	Tamil	Nadu	Land	Rights	Federation	(India),	and	Bina	

Desa	 (Indonesia)	 were	 supposed	 to	 talk	 on	 Good	 Practices	 on	 Sustainable	 Management	 of	 Aquatic	

Resources,	and	Land	Reform	as	Imperative	to	Success,	respectively.	However	those	coming	from	South	

Asia	were	not	able	 to	acquire	visa	on	 time,	while	NKTI	was	 tied-up	with	 their	national	government	 in	

ensuring	the	passage	of	the	national	law	for	the	protection	of	small	farmers	and	fishers,	and	Bina	Desa	

had	to	respond	to	the	need	of	their	local	organization.			

					

c. United	Nation’s	Framework	Convention	on	Climate	Change	(UNFCC)	

	

The	 Network	 had	 also	 actively	 participated	 in	 the	 global	 campaign	 for	 climate	 justice	 and	 food	

sovereignty	in	COP21	in	Paris,	France	(December	4-12,	2015).	In	the	forum	organized	by	the	CCFD,	the	

Executive	 Director	 of	 Bina	 Desa	 (Indonesia)	 in	 the	 name	 of	 the	 APNFS	 shared	 the	 harmful	 and	

destructive	impacts	of	REDD+	on	Indonesian	forest,	upland	communities,	and	environment,	proving	that	

REDD+	 is	a	 false	 solution	 to	climate	crisis	and	agriculture.	 In	 the	human	 library	also	 sponsored	by	 the	

CCFD,	 the	 Policy/Advocacy	Officer	 of	 the	 APNFS	 shared	 her	 struggle	 against	 capitalism	 as	 one	 of	 the	

human	 books	 where	 she	 stressed	 the	 need	 for	 a	 systemic	 change	 from	 below.	 In	 another	 forum	

organized	by	the	World	Forum	of	Fisher	People	(WFFP),	the	President	of	the	KNTI	(Indonesia)	who	is	also	

a	 member	 of	 the	 APNFS	 Executive	 Committee	 shared	 the	 struggles	 of	 Indonesian	 communal	 fishers	

against	 the	 blue	 solutions	 that	 have	 been	 destroying	 Indonesian	 communal	 fishing	 grounds.	 Inside	

COP21	was	another	member	of	the	APNFS	Executive	Committee,	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Coastal	

Development	 Partnership	 (CPD)	 (Bangladesh)	 of	 observer	 status.	 Unfortunately,	 the	 Coordinator	 of	

Tamil	Nadu	Land	Rights	Federation	(India),	another	member	organization	of	APNFS,	was	trapped	by	the	

sudden	 flood	 in	 India	 preventing	 him	 from	 participating	 in	 the	 event.	 More	 member	 organizations	

expressed	 their	 interest	 in	 joining	 the	COP21	side	events,	 like	Sri-Lanka	Nature	Group	and	the	Aliansa	

Petani	 Indonesia,	 but	 the	Network	 had	 only	 very	 limited	 budget.	 Active	 participation	 of	 the	Network	

members	 in	 various	 side	 events	 of	 the	 COP21	 and	 their	 positive	 interaction	 with	 other	 participating	
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organizations	 from	 different	 sides	 of	 the	 world	 opened	more	 positive	 networking	 and	 alliances	 with	

other	international	movements/organizations.	In	fact	after	the	COP21,	two	more	national	organizations	

from	Timor	Leste	and	Sri-Lanka	expressed	their	intention	to	join	the	Network.	

	

Although	 due	 to	 budget	 constraints	 the	 Network	 was	 not	 able	 to	 push	 through	 its	 target	 regional	

workshop	before	the	COP21	to	clarify	the	framework	and	demands	of	civil	society	and	food	sovereignty	

advocates	 in	 relation	 to	 the	 climate	 negotiation,	 it	 was	 able	 to	 organize	 a	 post-	 COP21	 Regional	

Conference	in	Cyberjaya,	Malaysia	on	March	11-12,	2016.	Viewed	from	a	more	critical	perspective,	the	

Paris	Agreement	of	the	COP	21	was	seen	by	the	APNFS	at	best,	as	lacking	in	ambition,	and	at	worst	as	a	

sham	 as	 the	 pledges	 for	 GHG	 reductions	 are	 to	 be	 based	 on	 the	 Intended	 Nationally	 Determined	

Contributions	 (INDC),	 a	 system	 solely	 reliant	 on	 the	 voluntary	 pledges	 of	 individual	 nations	 and	 their	

respective	 governments,	 enabling	 the	 big	 polluters	 to	 easily	 avoid	 accountability6.	 The	 APNFS	

conference	 presented	 country	 updates	 on	 hunger,	 poverty,	 and	 climate	 resiliency;	 presented	 case	

studies	 on	 REDD+	 and	 climate-smart	 agriculture,	 understanding	 blue	 carbon,	 and	 alternative	 farming	

practices;	 feedback	on	 the	COP21	and	the	FAO	APRM;	reviewed	the	2015	Workplan	and	assessed	 the	

organizational	capacity	of	the	Network;	and	defined	 its	2016	Workplan.	The	Conference	was	attended	

by	 16	 people	 representing	 14	 organizations	 (farmers,	 fishers,	 and	 women)	 from	 8	 countries	 (3	 from	

South	 Asia	 and	 5	 from	 Southeast	 Asia).	 Three	 of	 the	 participants	 (Center	 for	 Environment	 Concerns,	

South	 Asian	 Network	 for	 Social	 &	 Agricultural	 Development,	 and	 Kesatuan	 Nelayan	 Tradisyonal	

Indonesia)	were	reactivated	and	three	were	newly	formally	recruited	to	the	Network	(Pax	Romana,	NSI,	

and	Angkatan	Bahaman).		

	

d. Asia-Pacific	Economic	Cooperation	(APEC)	

	

Together	with	 other	 civil	 society	 organizations	 and	movements	 (APMDD,	 Focus	 on	 the	 Global	 South,	

Climate	 Justice	 Now,	 etc.)	 APNFS	 actively	 participated	 in	 the	 campaign	 against	 unfair	 neoliberal	

treaties/agreements	specific	 in	 the	region	 (i.e.	APEC,	ASEAN).	During	 the	APEC	Conference	held	 in	 the	

Philippines	on	November	17-20,	2015,	the	Network	through	its	Secretariat	–	the	IRDF	co-lead	the	APF’s	

(People’s	Forum	against	APEC)	parallel	conference	to	the	APEC	high	ministerial	meeting	to	put	forward	

the	 issue	of	 food	sovereignty	and	climate	 justice.	The	conference	came	up	with	a	united	statement	of	

CSO’s	against	APEC7	in	which	the	Network	was	one	of	the	signatories.	Moreover,	the	Network	through	

its	Secretariat	also	conducted	its	own	protest	action	against	APEC	to	stress	food	sovereignty	and	climate	

																																																																				
6	See	attached	Post	COP21	APNFS	statement.		
7	See	attached	statement.	



8	
	

justice	 and	 at	 the	 same	 time	 to	 launch	 the	 National	 Movement	 for	 Food	 Sovereignty	 (NMFS)	 –	 the	

transformed	TFFS	(task	Force	Food	Sovereignty).	In	its	very	limited	financial	capacity,	the	Network	was	

still	 able	 to	mobilize	 300	 active	 leaders	 from	 farmers,	 fishers,	 rural	 women,	 indigenous	 people,	 rural	

youth	and	urban	poor	organizations	and	communities	in	the	people’s	mobilization	against	APEC.	

	

2. Strengthening	CSO	and	social	movement	campaigns	 to	secure	 land,	 forest,	and	water	 rights	and	

resist	resource	grabbing	(land,	water,	forest).	

	

a. Campaigns	and	Struggles	

The	APNFS	 has	 actively	 addressed	 issues	 that	 are	 directly	 and	 indirectly	 affecting	 agriculture,	 fishery,	

and	 forestry.	 Among	 these	 are	 issues	 of	 resource	 grabbing	 (land,	 water,	 and	 forest),	 false	 solutions	

(GMO,	bio-engineering,	mono	cropping,	REDD+),	seed,	 inputs,	mechanization,	corporate	 investment	 in	

agriculture,	 and	 unfair	 neoliberal	 treaties	 (GATT-WTO,	 RP-EU	 treaty,	 RP-Japan	 Treaty,	 APEC,	 ASEAN).	

Alongside	 these	 issues,	 the	 Network	 likewise	 sought	 and	 promoted	 alternative	 models	 to	 industrial	

agriculture	 (i.e.	 organic	 farming,	 sustainable	 agriculture,	 solidarity	 economy)	 and	 industrial	 fishing.	

Other	than	these,	the	Network	also	addressed	issues	inextricably	linked	to	the	issue	of	food	sovereignty,	

such	as	climate	justice,	human	rights,	decent	jobs,	and	gender	equality.		

Of	 these	 issues,	 resource	 grabbing	 in	 the	 guise	 of	 alternative	 energy	 development,	 climate	 change	

impact	mitigation	 and	 adaptation	 programs,	 agriculture	 and	 fishery	 development,	 poverty	 alleviation,	

and	 employment	 creation	 took	 center	 stage	 in	 the	 national	 level	 struggles.	 Member	 organizations	

actively	engaged	with	resource	grabbing	were	the	Tamil	Nadu	Land	Rights	(India),	Bina	Desa	(Indonesia),	

Sri	 Lanka	Nature	Group	 (Sri-Lanka),	 Vietnam	River	 Network	 (Vietnam),	 Integrated	 Rural	 Development	

Foundation	 (IRDF)	 and	 National	Movement	 for	 Food	 Sovereignty	 (NMFS)	 (Philippines).	 	 	 Major	 cases	

addressed	 were	 the	 dam	 development	 in	 the	 Mekong	 Delta	 River	 (Vietnam	 and	 Cambodia),	 REDD+	

(Indonesia	and	Philippines),	 corporate	 investment	 in	agriculture	 (Philippines),	and	 land	grabbing	 (India	

and	 Sri-Lanka).	 Related	 issues	 addressed	 nationally	 were	 rural	 women	 empowerment	 by	 the	 Aliansa	

Petani	Indonesia	(API),	and	decent	jobs	by	the	IRDF	and	NMFS	(Philippines).	

	

Of	these,	the	fight	of	the	TNLRF	for	 land	was	the	most	significant	 in	terms	of	militancy	and	success.	 In	

2015,	 together	 with	 Dalit	 Land	 Rights	 Federation,	 the	 TNLRF	 mobilized	 the	 communities	 around	 the	

slogan	 'March	 to	 the	 Land'	 and	 peacefully	 occupy	 the	 lands.	 This	 decision	was	 taken	 after	 prolonged	

collective	 petitioning	 to	 the	 officials	 to	 distribute	 the	 lands	 they	 have	 identified,	 followed	 by	 many	

number	of	 negotiations	with	 the	officials	 to	 distribute	 these	 lands	 to	 landless	women.	Upon	 realizing	
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that	officials	were	interested	only	to	give	lands	to	the	Corporate	and	not	to	the	people,	they	decided	to	

have	 their	 communities	occupy	 the	 lands	until	 the	9th	of	February	2016.	Communities	have	occupied	

the	lands	in	14	locations	and	the	media	had	covered	these	actions.	Negotiations	with	officials	were	held	

in	 the	 occupied	 lands;	 that	 is	 to	 oblige	 officials	 to	 come	 to	 the	 land	 rather	 than	 the	 people	 going	 to	

offices.	Till	now	 the	caste	Hindu	 landlords	who	have	grabbed	 these	 lands	have	not	 come	 to	 the	 spot.	

Presently,	 the	TNLRF	reports	 that	officials	are	working	on	to	hand	over	 the	 lands	 to	 the	Dalit	women.	

Now	the	people	don’t	need	 to	go	 to	offices	because	 the	officials	 themselves	come	to	 the	 land.	These	

actions	would	be	widened	and	strengthened	in	that	region	after	their	May	16,	2016	regional	elections.	

	

The	 struggle	 against	 water	 privatization	 was	 sustained	 at	 different	 levels	 –	 country	 and	

regional/international	 levels.	 At	 the	 country	 level,	 the	members	 in	 Vietnam	 led	 by	 the	Vietnam	River	

Network	and	CSRD	led	a	research	on	the	impact	of	Mekong	Hydropower	Dams	and	livelihoods	of	rural	

communities	dependent	on	the	Mekong	River.	The	findings	of	the	research	were	disseminated	among	

CSOs,	academe	and	community	members	in	affected	sites.	

	

On	 April	 2015,	 the	 secretariat	 attended	 the	 7th	World	Water	 Forum	 in	 Daegu	 and	Gyeongbuk,	 South	

Korea.	This	 forum	extensively	showcased	the	role	of	 the	private	sector,	especially	 the	corporations,	 in	

partnership	with	the	state	or	governments	in	utilizing	and	optimizing	water	use	across	the	globe.	APNFS	

delegates	participated	in	forums	and	workshops	where	they	presented	critique	on	private	appropriation	

of	 water	 and	 the	 concept	 of	 water	 as	 commons.	 Pertinent	 information	 gathered	 in	 this	 forum	 was	

shared	by	the	secretariat	to	other	APNFS	members,	especially	concerning	the	global	promotion	of	large-

scale	hydropower	dams	as	a	strategy	for	power	optimization	and	for	promoting	renewal	energy	source.	

This	 also	 served	 as	 a	 venue	 to	 establish	 new	 linkage	with	 communities	 doing	 sustainable	 practices	 in	

agriculture	 such	 as	 the	 group	 in	 Northern	 India	 implementing	 community-based	 water	 resource	

management	for	irrigation.		

	

	

b. Researches	

	

Another	thing	that	the	Network	saw	essential	 in	 its	advocacy	was	the	need	for	research	to	thoroughly	

investigate	 issues	 it	 defined	 central	 to	 the	 struggle	 for	 food	 sovereignty	and	 climate	 justice.	Hence,	 it	

had	 conducted	 its	 research	 on	 resource	 grabbing	 (Philippines	 and	 Vietnam)	 and	 the	 REDD+	 as	 false	

solution	 to	 climate	 change	 (Indonesia	 and	 Philippines).	 The	 research	 on	 resource	 grabbing	 in	 the	

Philippines	was	conducted	by	the	IRDF	(Philippines).	These	were	the	case	studies	on	the	Magat	Dam	in	
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the	province	of	Nueva	Vizcaya	and	on	agricultural	plantations	 in	Mindanao.	Whereas	 the	 research	on	

water	grabbing	and	hydropower	dams	in	Vietnam	was	conducted	by	the	Center	for	Social	Research	and	

Development-	Vietnam.	The	objective	of	these	research	studies	is	to	investigate	the	implications	of	dam	

development	and	agricultural	plantations	on	the	countries’	food	security	and	on	the	rights	of	farmer	and	

tribal	 communities	over	 land	and	water	 resources,	and	on	community	 livelihoods.	 	 The	 researches	on	

the	 features	and	 impact	of	REDD+	on	 indigenous	people’s	 communities	were	conducted	by	 the	 IGJ	 in	

Indonesia	and	the	IRDF	in	the	Philippines.		

	

Specifically	in	the	Philippines,	Round	Table	Discussions	(RTD)	with	tribal	leaders	in	Bukidnon,	Mindanao	

and	indigenous	communities	and	coconut	farmers	in	Quezon	Province	in	Southern	Tagalog	were	held	to	

further	 understand	 their	 perception	 and	 understanding	 of	 REDD+	 projects.	 Results	 of	 these	 RTD’s	

revealed	that	recipient	communities	were	made	to	believe	that	the	project	was	meant	to	protect	their	

ancestral	land	and	rights,	improve	their	livelihood,	and	help	solve	the	climate	crisis;	that	the	mechanism	

of	 transparency	 –	 Free	 Prior	 and	 Informed	 Consent	 (FPIC)	 for	 such	 projects	 is	 being	 consistently	

manipulated	 and	 violated,	 hence	 there	 is	 no	 transparency;	 that	 the	 affected	 communities	 do	 not	

understand	at	all	the	memorandum	of	agreement	they	are	entering	into;	that	projects	are	facilitated	by	

government	agencies	but	managed	and	operated	by	private	business.			

	

Results	of	these	researches	were	presented	by	the	APNFS	in	the	Southeast	Asia	Studies	in	Asia	(SEASIA)	

Conference	and	First	Biennial	Conference	of	the	Consortium	for	Southeast	Asian	Studies	in	Asia	held	last	

December	12-13,	2016	in	Kyoto	University,	Tokyo,	Japan8.		

	

In	 the	 Kyoto	 Conference,	 the	 APNFS	 organized	 a	 panel	 with	 the	 theme,	 “Understanding	 Land	 and	

Resource	Grabbing:	 Implications	 for	Policy	and	Governance,”	 9	which	 the	APNFS	Regional	Coordinator	

herself	 also	 facilitated.	 The	 IRDF	 presented	 the	 global	 trends	 on	 resource	 grabbing	 with	 focus	 on	

Myanmar	 and	 the	 Philippines;	 the	 Center	 for	 Social	 Research	 and	 Development	 (CSRD)-	 Vietnam	

presented	the	study	on	hydropower	dams,	water	grabbing	and	their	impacts	on	community	livelihoods;	

and	 the	 Regional	 Coordinator	 herself	 presented	 the	 implications	 of	 REDD	 and	 forest	 grabbing	 to	 the	

indigenous	peoples	and	forest	dwellers,	with	focus	on	Indonesia	and	the	Philippines.	As	such,	the	Kyoto	

Conference	 has	 become	 an	 opportunity	 for	 the	 Network	 to	 present	 the	 emerging	 threats	 to	 food	

sovereignty	 in	Asia	and	 the	crucial	 role	of	 civil	 society	groups	and	communities	 in	 responding	 to	 such	

challenges.	

																																																																				
8	Also	referred	to	as	the	Kyoto	Conference	
9	For	further	information,	check	website:	http://seasia-consortium.org/		
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Also	on	February	16-17,	2015,	the	APNFS	through	its	Secretariat	was	invited	to	present	its	study	on	the	

impacts	of	the	mining	industry	to	rice	farmers,	a	case	study	in	Surigao	del	Sur,	south	of	the	Philippines,	

titled:	“Behind	the	Glitter	of	Gold-	Reclaiming	Mindanao’s	Agricultural	Heritage”10	 to	 the	 International	

Conference	 on	 “Contested	Access	 to	 Lands	 in	 the	 Philippines	 and	 Indonesia:	 How	 can	 the	 Rural	 Poor	

(Re)gain	 Control?”	 which	 was	 held	 in	 Quezon	 City,	 Philippines.	 Organizers	 of	 this	 conference	 were:	

University	of	Amsterdam-	Amsterdam	Institute	for	Social	Science	Research,	University	of	the	Philippines	

–	Third	World	Studies	Center,	and	the	UP-Asian	Center.	The	audience	of	this	academic	event	is	university	

scholars	and	researchers,	development	workers,	and	students	coming	 from	the	Philippines,	 Indonesia,	

Canada	and	the	Netherlands.	

	

3. Strengthening	the	institutional	and	advocacy	capacity	of	the	Network	

	

a. Strengthening	the	network	

	

On	 April	 21	 and	 23,	 2015,	 APNFS	 held	 its	 annual	 meeting	 and	 re-activated	 the	 APNFS	 Coordinating	

Committee	 in	 Kuala	 Lumpur,	Malaysia.11	 Thirteen	 participants	 representing	 12	 organizations	 (Coastal	

Development	Program,	Tamil	Nadu	Land	Rights	Federation,	Sri-Lanka	Nature	Group,	Farmer	and	Water	

Net,	Aliansi	Petani	 Indonesia,	Bina	Desa,	 Indonesia	for	Global	Justice,	Metta	Development	Foundation,	

Integrated	 Rural	 Development	 Foundation,	 National	 Union	 of	 Farmers	 in	 the	 Philippines,	 National	

Movement	of	 Patriotic	 Farmers,	 Vietnam	River	Network)	 from	8	 countries	 of	 South	Asia	 (Bangladesh,	

India,	 Sri-Lanka)	 and	 South	 East	 Asia	 (Cambodia,	 Indonesia,	 Myanmar,	 Philippines,	 and	 Vietnam)	

attended	the	meeting.			The	meeting	elected	a	new	set	of	officers	in	the	Coordinating	Committee.		

	

New	members	were	 also	 adopted.	 Old	 and	 new	members	 of	 the	 Network	 including	 those	who	 have	

been	 inactive	 for	 a	 long	 while	 were	 contacted	 through	 every	 means	 possible	 to	 ask	 them	 of	 their	

intention	 in	 remaining	 with	 the	 Network.	 Of	 the	 35	 member-organizations,	 25	 still	 have	 active	

communication	lines	which	were	taken	from	the	APNFS	Directory,	from	the	organizations’	websites,	and	

from	international	friends.	Of	those	25	organizations,	24	responded	and	reaffirmed	their	membership.	

	

Aside	from	reactivating	inactive	members	and	maintaining	active	members,	the	Secretariat	consolidated	

the	 food	 sovereignty	 advocate	 organizations	 in	 the	 Philippines	 into	 a	 National	 Movement	 for	 Food	

																																																																				
10	For	a	more	information	about	this	conference,	check:	http://calpi.up.edu.ph/		
11	See	softcopy	of	the	Documentation	Report	at	APNFS	Website:	www.apnfs.info		
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Sovereignty	in	November	2015.	The	composition	of	which	was	the	former	members	of	the	coalition	Task	

Force	Food	Sovereignty	plus	grassroots	organization	of	fishers,	rural	youth,	rural	women,	and	indigenous	

peoples,	and	personalities.		

	

b. Regularized	Strategic	Planning,	Monitoring,	and	Plan	Review	

	

In	 its	 recently	 concluded	Regional	 Conference	on	Climate	Change	 and	 Food	 Sovereignty	 in	 Cyberjaya,	

Malaysia	on	March	11-12,	2016	 ,	 the	Network	assessed	the	 implementation	of	 its	2015	Workplan	and	

from	 it	 defined	 its	 new	 Workplan	 for	 2016.	 In	 between	 regional	 conferences	 and	 meetings,	 the	

Secretariat	 coordinated	 with	 the	 executive	 committee	 and	 coordinating	 council	 plus	 other	 member	

organizations	 on	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 2015	 Workplan	 based	 on	 the	 organization-member’s	

specific	task	from	which	necessary	adjustments	to	the	program	were	made.				

	

c. Functional	Website	

	

On	July	2015,	a	new	APNFS	Website	was	installed.	On	October	2015,	the	Website	was	improved	in	such	

a	 way	 that	 the	 Network’s	 history,	 structure,	 membership,	 advocacy,	 activities,	 statements,	 research	

studies	and	academic	writings,	and	news	of	the	Network	and	 its	member	organizations	are	posted.	 	 It	

was	 also	 made	 more	 functional	 in	 terms	 of	 sharing	 of	 document	 and	 information	 sharing	 among	

member-organizations	 and	other	Networks.	 The	 Secretariat	 tries	 to	make	 the	 content	of	 the	Website	

updated.	For	now,	the	Website	serves	as	a	reference	by	other	networks	and	movements	that	similarly	

advocate	for	food	sovereignty	and	sustainable	agriculture.	

	

Aside	 from	 the	 Website,	 the	 Secretariat	 also	 created	 a	 Facebook	 account	 for	 the	 Network.	 Here,	

member	organizations	active	in	Facebook	can	easily	share	information,	news,	photos,	and	views.	

	

d. Organizational	Visibility	

	

To	 further	establish	 the	Network,	 it	 is	 sustaining	 its	organizational	visibility	not	only	 through	 its	active	

participation	 in	 regional	 engagements,	 but	 also	 through	 publishing	 policy	 briefs,	 researches	 and	

conference	papers	and	proceedings	which	it	poses	in	its	Website.	
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e. Solidarity	Work	

	

To	 further	 strengthen	 its	 advocacy	 capacity,	 the	 Network	 has	 consciously	 exchanged	 knowledge,	

expertise,	and	practices	with	organizations	promoting	small	farmer’s	rights,	food	sovereignty,	and	rural	

development.	 	 As	 such,	 APNFS	 sustains	 and	 further	 develops	 its	 linkages	 with	 other	 organizations	

working	on	food,	trade,	international	financial	institutions,	climate	justice	and	land	and	agrarian	reform.	

APNFS	remains	an	active	member	of	the	CSO	Adhoc	Steering	Committee	for	FAO	Engagement	(AHC),	the	

More	 and	Better	 Aid	 Coalition,	which	 is	 a	member	 of	 the	 International	 Planning	 Committee	 for	 Food	

Sovereignty	 (IPC),	 member	 of	 the	 Steering	 Committee	 of	 the	 ASEAN	 Civil	 Society	 Conference/ASEAN	

People’s	Forum,	member	of	the	NGO-ADB	Forum	and	the	Global	Campaign	to	Demand	Climate	Justice	

(DCJ).		APNFS	supports	statements	and	position	of	the	GACSA	against	Climate	Smart	Agriculture.	

	

In	 2015	 it	 also	 issued	 and	 supported	 the	 following	 solidarity	 statements:	 letter	 of	 Regeneration	

International	 to	 Pope	 Francis	 in	 Mexico;	 the	 statement	 denouncing	 the	 violent	 dispersal	 of	 farmer	

protesters	 in	Kidapawan	City,	Mindanao,	Philippines;	 and	 the	 statement	of	POSCO	Pratirodh	Sangram	

Samiti	against	POSCO’s	development	aggression	in	India.	Through	its	solidarity	actions	and	support,	the	

APNFS	through	its	secretariat	was	able	to	establish	new	linkages	that	can	help	strengthen	the	Network’s	

advocacy	and	institutional	capacity.	In	fact,	the	POSCO	Pratirodh	has	already	expressed	its	intention	to	

join	the	Network.		

				

f. Broadening	Membership								

	

As	it	is	consolidating	its	present	membership,	the	Network	has	continued	to	reach	out	to	new	members	

from	 various	 sectors,	 especially	 grassroots	 organizations	 of	 fishers,	 youth,	 women,	 and	 indigenous	

peoples.	 Hence	 the	 Network	 has	 recruited	 fisher’s	 organizations	 (Kesatuan	 Nelayan	 Tradisyunal	

Indonesia	 or	 Union	 of	 Traditional	 Fishers	 in	 Indonesia	 and	 Progresibong	 Alyansa	 ng	 Mangingisda	 sa	

Pilipinas	 or	 Progressive	 Fishers	 Alliance	 in	 the	 Philippines),	 youth	 organization	 (Pagkakaisa	 Laban	 sa	

Liberalisasyon	 ng	 Agrikultura	 or	Unity	 against	 the	 Liberalization	 of	 Agriculture,	North	 South	 Initiative-

Malaysia,	and	Angkatan	Bahaman),	and	indigenous	people	(Dunong	at	Dangal	ng	Makabagong	Dumagat	

or	Wisdom	and	Dignity	of	Modern	Dumagat).	It	has	also	reached	out	to	faith-based	group	organizations		

(Pax	Romana-Malaysia).		
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Gaps	and	Lessons	Learned	

	

Because	of	limited	funds	,	APNFS	was	not	able	to	conduct	the	following	targeted	activities	for	2015:	1)	

sub-regional	consultation	in	South	East	Asia	on	business	and	human	rights,	2)	sub-regional	consultation	

on	hydro-power	dam	development	in	Mekong	River	to	consolidate	the	campaigns	at	the	country	level;	

and	 (3)	 regional	 conference	 on	 securing	 land	 rights	 in	 Asia.	 These	 conferences	 provide	members	 the	

opportunity	 to	 present	 new	 data	 and	 knowledge	 on	 issues	 that	 impact	 upon	 land	 rights,	 food	

sovereignty	and	livelihoods	of	rural	communities	and	thus	generate	effective	strategies	and	solutions	to	

guide	 the	 advocacy	 and	 campaigns	 of	 the	 network	members.	 	 These	 are	 	 also	 vital	 in	 achieving	 the	

objective	 of	 capacitating	 CSOs	 and	 farmer’s	 movements	 in	 countries	 where	 APNFS	 has	 membership.	

These	could	have	also	pushed	for	a	more	active	campaign	against	resource	grabbing	in	South	East	Asia	

and	 South	 Asia	 and	 could	 have	 also	 generated	 additional	 resources	 for	 the	Network	 and	 its	member	

organizations.	

	

To	meet	its	target	objectives	and	outputs,	APNFS	aims	to	broaden	its	funding	base	and	to	reach	out	to	

new	 funders.	 Towards	 this,	 APNFS	 secretariat	 has	 developed	 some	 proposals	 with	 donors,	 although	

there	needs	to	be	more	focus	in	this	area.	Other	organizational	weaknesses	need	to	be	addressed	such	

as	 the	 need	 for	 closer	 coordination	 and	 communication	 between	 the	 Secretariat	 and	 the	 Executive	

Committee	as	well	as	the	Secretariat	and	the	Coordinating	Committee.		

	

Summary	

	

In	sum,	the	Network	with	its	limited	resources	was	able	to	pursue	strategies	and	activities	most	vital	in	

achieving	its	defined	objectives	for	2015,	such	as	policy	advocacy	for	the	protection	of	small	producers	

and	other	marginalized	sectors;	popularization	of	 the	concepts	and	principles	of	 food	sovereignty	and	

sustainable	 agriculture;	 and	 solidarity	 building	 for	 food	 sovereignty	 and	 social,	 economic,	 and	 climate	

justice.	 In	 pursuing	 its	 2015	 Workplan,	 the	 Network	 has	 become	 more	 visible	 and	 was	 also	 able	 to	

strengthen	 and	 broaden	 itself.	 However,	 the	 Network	 still	 needs	 to	 pursue	 its	 backlogs	 as	 these	 are	

important	 in	 helping	 capacitate	 its	 member	 organizations	 and	 in	 developing	 active	 struggle	 against	

resource	grabbing	in	the	region.	Resource	building	remains	a	big	challenge	to	the	Network	and	even	to	

its	member	organizations.	

	

	


